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The Scott County Historical Society is currently accepting reservations 
for group tours of The Saint John’s Bible exhibit, along with tours of the 
museum galleries and historic Stans House as requested.  Tour times are 
available Tuesdays through Saturdays during the run of the exhibit and 
may be scheduled by calling (952) 445-0378.  Admission is $4.00 for 
adults, $2.00 for students, and Scott County Historical Society members 
are free.  Discounts are offered for groups over 15.  

Don’t miss out on this unique opportunity to view one of the most 
phenomenal undertakings of our time.  For questions, or to schedule your 
group, please contact the Society at (952) 445-0378 or at 
info@scottcountyhistory.org.

Between April 20 and 
May 22, 2010, the Scott 

County Historical Society 
is hosting a twenty-! ve 

print exhibition of The Saint 
John’s Bible at the Stans 

Museum in Shakopee.  

As the ! rst handwritten, 
illuminated Bible to be 

commissioned in over 500 
years, this exhibit offers a 

stunning presentation of art 
and history.

Share the inspiration and art 
of The Saint John’s Bible at 
the Scott County Historical 

Society"  

Job Frontispiece, Donald Jackson 2006, 
The Saint John’s Bible, Hill Museum & 
Manuscript Library, Order of Saint Bene-
dict, Collegeville, Minnesota, USA.
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From the Director’s Chair
By Kathleen Klehr

The recent weather has me longing for Spring.  
With the snow melting and sun shining it 
seems like you can almost smell Spring.  I am 
especially happy the ice is melting - as I slipped 
on a patch of ice in January and broke my ankle.  
Being on crutches has me seeing previously 
invisible obstacles, such as impassible snow 
banks at corners or un-shoveled sidewalks.  
Besides a change in mobility, there are many 
ways to gain new perspectives.  Primary sources 
are great avenues for gaining a new view of 
yesterday and today.  These items give us a 
glimpse into the past; a new perspective from the 
person who lived in that time and place.  

New perspectives, whether from reading an 
old letter  or a view from a different angle, are 
opportunities for us to make connections and 
gain a greater understanding of ourselves and 
our community.  Not only do we see the world 
in a different way, we may see new opportunities 
to make changes to our world.  Seeing the world 
from a new perspective is a great gift.  My new 
limited mobility perspective has spurred me to 
get automatic doors at our entry, and a handicap 
parking space for our visitors.

Spring is also the time when we interview 
potential summer interns.  This year we 
received over 40 applications for three unpaid 
temporary positions.  The student applicants are 
very quali! ed - making a choice among them 
dif! cult.  We anticipate bringing on interns in 
the following areas: collections management, 
exhibit development, and events planning.  
These students always bring a wave of energy 
and new perspectives to how we interpret and 
share the history and cultural heritage of Scott 
County.  Their new point of view is always 
fresh, exciting and welcome.

-----
Thank you to all of you who contributed to the 

SOCIETY AWARDED LEGACY 
GRANT

 The Scott County Historical Society was awarded   
 a $6,770 Legacy grant to research and write a  
 Scott County WWII Veteran Manuscript.  This 
 grant is made possible by the Arts and Cultural  
 Heritage Fund that Minnesotans voted for in 2008.

 These grants are awarded to support projects of 
 enduring value for the cause of history and historic 
 preservation across the state.

 The Scott County WWII Veteran Manuscript 
 project is based on oral histories collecte from 
 local residents since 2006.   This project is of 
 enduring value because it describes Scott County 
 during a period of signi! cant national and  
 international change, chronicles local men and  
 women and their military experiences at home 
 and abroad, records life on the home front in 
 Scott County, and documents local connections  
 to major military battles and historical ! gures.   
 When published, the book will serve as a useful,  
 long-term reference tool for libraries, schools, war  
 scholars and the local community.  The manuscript  
 project begins February 8, with an anticipated  
 completion date of November 1, 2010.

 Local author Tom Melchior will research and write  
 the manuscript with the help of researcher Dave  
 Grosser and the staff of the Society.  We antici 
 pate publishing the book in early winter 2010.  The     
 Society is accepting pre-orders (book price TBD).

Society’s annual appeal.  Despite our struggling 
economy we met our goal.  Keeping the books in 
the black is a dif! cult task.  We have not cut staff, 
programs or projects and work to ensure that we 
won’t have to.  Your support keeps the historical 
society active.  Thank you"
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THANK YOU New and Renewing MEMBERS! 

Business:
Klein Bank, Ben Ohlander

Sponsor:
Cindy Purser
Bill and Gini Wermerskirchen
Ronald Zweber

Household:
Leo and Gloria Albrecht
Albie and Mary Breimhorst
Traci DeCesare 
Mike and Peggy Dircks
Scott and LaVonne Garoutte
Jerry and Janet Hennen
Cathy Isles 
Fred and Lorraine Keup
George and Shirley Plekkenpol
Paulette and Mike Rislund
Bob and Laura Vogel
Jay and Melissa Whiting
Jeff and Candy Williamson
Richard and Donald Zaun

Individual:
Shirley Anderson
Mike and Mary Armstrong
Charles G. Arnold
Don Beuch
Kenneth Brooks
David Eggler
David Grosser
Barbara Hauger
Cheryl Johnson
Kenneth Koppes
Brian Luce
Kurk Marston
Elizabeth Mayberry
Edmund H. Mosser
William Paron

SCHS strives to ensure our 
member and donor lists are 
accurate.  We sincerely apolo-
gize if your name was missed. 
Please let us know so we may 
make a correction.

Leader ($1000 and up):
The Stans Foundation
Minnesota Valley Electric 
   Cooperative

Patron ($500-$999:
Rahr Malting

Sponsor ($250-$499):

Advocate $100-$249):
Dr. Roger Hallgren
Bert Notermann,
Prior Lake Lions Club
Ron Zweber

Booster ($50-$99):
Mary Fitzgerald
Jerry and Janet Hennen
Mike and Patricia Huber
Ken Marschall
Madonna Mochinski
Marcia and Anthony Spagnolo
Joel and Betsy Sullivan

THANK YOU to Our Donors for Their 
Generous Support.

(November 11, 2009 to February 12, 2010)

Other:
Mary Armstrong
Lorraine Boyle
Jeanette Deutsch
Victor and Judy Diller
David Eggler
Virginia Goemer
Elaine Kes
Evelyn Kjos
Robert Laudon
Rita Lundgren
Carol and Richard Majerus
Tom and Sue Melchior
Dick and Pat Mertz
Elda O’Connell
Gary O’Dowd
Linda Otto
Ann Podolske
Ione Theis
Elizabeth Weninger

In-Kind:
Caribou Coffee
Skateville

Charlie Pass
Joe Pekarna
Eugene Pexa
Harriet Pink
Rosemary Radoush
Therese Scherer
Dixie Schmit
Eileen Schmitz
Bette Undis
Jim Wermerskirchen
Laura Wermerskirchen
Richard Wolfe
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From the Programs Desk

March
- Gordon Fredrickson talk & book signing 
on Thursday, March 11 at 6:30pm.  Local 
children’s author Gordon Fredrickson will 
reminisce and reenact traditional farm life 
with his book “If I Were a Farmer.”  Great for 
kids and adults alike, this program will evoke 
memories of childhood and help create new 
memories for the future"  Free with admission 
($4 adults, $2 students, free for members).

- Maple Syrup Tapping at The Landing on 
Saturday, March 20 from 11:00am-3:00pm.  
Learn the history of maple syrup tapping in 
Minnesota, try your hand at tapping, and enjoy 
maple-themed food and treats.  

- Kids Kraft on Saturday, March 27 at 10:
30am.  Easter Time where we will read “The 
Odd Egg” by Emily Gravett and we will 
make Easter egg cups.  Free to the public, 
registrations required.

April
- Properly Dressed:  Etiquette & Women’s 
Formal Wear (with help from Miss Manners) 
exhibit last day is April 3.

- Coffee Conversation ~ Transportation on 
Wednesday, April 7 at 12:00pm. 

- Members only preview of The Saint John’s 
Bible print exhibit on Saturday, April 17 from 
7:00-9:00pm.

- The Saint John’s Bible print exhibit opens 
to the public on Tuesday, April 20.  The exhibit 
runs through May 22.  Exhibit admission is $4 
for adults, $2 for students, and members are 
free.  Schedule a guided tour for your group by 
calling 952-445-0378.

- Kids Kraft  on Saturday, April 24 at 10:30am.  
Slipping into Spring where we will read “Planting 
a Rainbow” by Lois Ehlert and we will make May 
Day cones.

- Home Made Wine from the Garden workshop 
with local home made wine maker Clarence Johnson 
on Thursday, April 29 at 7:00pm.  Wine can be 
made from virtually every fruit and vegetable you 
might grow.  Come learn the tricks and tips on how 
you can make wine at home from your garden’s 
bounty.  Call 952-445-0378 for more information.

May 
- Coffee Conversation ~ Local Pageants on 
Wednesday, May 5 at 12:00pm.

- Traditional Woodworking Workshop with 
Mark Johnston of Historic Design Consulting, 
LLC on Saturday, May 22 at 1:00pm.  Interested 
in old homes or have a question about your historic 
building?  Uncover some of the mysteries behind 
architectural history and preservation at the 
Stans House.  Mark will demonstrate traditional 
woodworking methods and make available historic 
tools and supplies.  A Q&A session is part of the 
presentation, giving you an opportunity to pick 
Mark’s brain about choosing appropriate millwork, 
deciding interior and exterior paint colors, and 
researching your property’s history.  Register 
through your local Spring/Summer Community 
Education guide or call 952-445-0378 for more 
information. 

Watch for the SCHS booth at your city festival and 
at the Scott County Fair this summer.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help staff SCHS 
summer events - city festivals, Scott County Fair, 
special events...  Please call Theresa at 952-445-
0378 for details.
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THANKS TO GENEROUS DONORS, MORE HISTORY SAVED, PRESERVED, SHARED

Curator Corner

Donations help to tell our story.  Please consider donating items to help ! ll in the gaps in the SCHS 
collection. Give us a call.  We accept most items that have a Scott County connection.

A “Mystery Profound and Ghastly!”   So read 
the headline of an article from the Shakopee 
Argus dated January 11, 1883.  A grave had been 
robbed and the newspaper was wondering if an 
organized gang of body snatchers had invaded the 
city"  This mystery, along with many others, will 
be explored in a new exhibit opening this summer 
entitled “Great Scott"  Mysteries of Scott County.”  
Through stories, photographs, artifacts, and hands-
on interactives we will delve into the questions of 
where Dan Patch is buried, why holes were being 
dug on farms in Belle Plaine during the 1950s, 
whether an earthquake struck New Prague in 1860, 
and just how many ghosts, goblins, and other 

spooky folks are roaming around the county" 
 

Come enjoy a hauntingly good time at the 
“Great Scott! Mysteries of Scott County” 
exhibit opening on Thursday, June 17.  Michael 
Norman, author of The Nearly Departed:  
Minnesota Ghost Stories & Legends, will 
present a talk and book signing beginning at 
6:30pm.  One chapter of his book discusses 
a mystery of “# ying dirt” in Lydia during the 
1940s.  Copies of The Nearly Departed will 
also be available for purchase that evening.  
The “Great Scott!  Mysteries of Scott County” 
exhibit runs from June 17 through December 
24, 2010.  

- 11 amateur baseball league posters from Bob Lattery 
- Black and white photograph of the Lewis Street Bridge in 
   Shakopee from Shirley Anderson 
- Ledger books kept by the Louisville Farmer’s Mutual Insurance 
   Company of Marystown from Tom Koskovich 
- Scott County highway maps collected by SCHS staff 
- Still bank from the State Bank of Belle Plaine and a cookbook 
   titled “Country Cooking II” from Doris Coghill 
- World War II items from Ruth Lipker 
- Black and white photograph of the Keystone School in Blakeley 
   and two images of a riding plow from Linda Bunney 
- An ID badge for Margie Schmidel, who worked at Port Cargill, 
   from Tom Koskovich 
- Black and white photograph of the Millpond Apartments in New 
   Prague from the Rice County Historical Society



Scott County has six weekly newspapers.  Four of 
them are quite old.  The Shakopee Independent began 
in 1855, the Belle Plaine Enquirer in 1858, the Jordan 
Mirror in 1872 and the New Prague Times in 1891.  
Prior Lake obviously had an early paper but only one 
week of the 1881 Prior Lake Times survived.  We 
are so lucky to have these papers on micro! lm to 
research our towns and families.  The following are 
some extracts from the early papers.

From the Belle Plaine Enquirer of May 6, 1858.
ARRIVAL OF BOATS - The arrival of steamboats at 
Belle Plaine for the last week averaged two a day.  
Thus our citizens can go to any point above or below 
and return at their convenience.  And the river travel 
is immense.  Each boat is crowded with passengers.
From the Belle Plaine Herald of Sept. 19, 1918. 
REGISTRANTS HERE - In Scott County 1521 
registered for military draft last week, of which 407 
were the younger men 18 to 20 and 1107 in ages 32 
to 45.

From the Jordan Mirror of Dec. 14, 1872.   
The railroad Meeting last Monday night, was largely 
attended, and very enthusiastic.  All in favor of giving 
the right of way and depot grounds.
From the Jordan Independent of Jan. 18, 1934.
SCHUTZ & HILDERS JORDAN BREWERY 
PRODUCT IS NOW ABOUT READY FOR MARKET-
-Work of rehabilitating and refurbishing completed 
during the summer, has made this one of the model 
plants in the state.  The brew which has been in the 
aging process for the past two months, is highly 
delectable 3.2 product.

From the New Prague Times of Feb. 20, 1891.
A good sign that the parents in this vicinity take an 
interest in the education of their children is the sight 
of so many sleighs in town of mornings and evenings 
to bring the little ones to school and take them home 
again.
From the New Prague Times of Sept. 27, 1906.
PASSENGER TRAIN SOUTHBOUND MONDAY AT 
11 A.M. CRASHES INTO FREIGHT LOCOMOTIVE.  
The worst railway wreck in the history of Scott 
County or of the M. and St. L. road.
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From the Research Library by Betty Dols 

Scott County Historical Society   Searching - Saving - Sharing Scott County History & Cultural Heritage

From the Prior Lake Enterprise of Mar. 30, 1916.
Prior Lake had a burglar scare Tuesday night.  It was 
caused by a couple of summer tourists who drifted into 
town about 9 o’clock and reported they had been held 
up in a boxcar between Shakopee and here by a couple 
of fellows armed with a hammer and a pair of tinners 
shears.

From the Savage Pacer of Aug. 20, 1994.
SAVAGE IS NO. 1--Population estimates show city 
has topped Shakopee.  For the " rst time, Savage 
surpassed county seat Shakopee as the largest city 
in Scott County, according to the latest Metropolitan 
Council estimates.  They estimate Savage’s April 
1993 population was 12,889, a mere 157 more than 
Shakopee’s 12,072.

A real estate ad of Geo. A. J. Overton from the 
Shakopee Valley Herald of Sept. 30, 1857.
THE CITY OF SHAKOPEE contains 1500 bona " de 
inhabitants.  One third of its buildings are of stone, 
brick, and concrete.  It contains three churches, one 
school house, two newspapers (Valley Herald and 
Republican Advocate), two saw mills, with other 
attachments, several lime kilns, hotels, factories, etc. 
It is the LARGEST AND HANDSOMEST TOWN on 
the Minnesota river.  Navigation from St. Louis to 
Shakopee is as good as it is to St. Paul, and Shakopee 
is as much in the head of Navigation on the Minnesota 
during low water, as is St. Paul on the Mississippi.  The 
Railroad from the mouth of the Big Sioux river, and 
from Minneapolis and from St. Paul form their junction 
at Shakopee.  The town has excellent farming land and 
is the county seat of Scott County, and the centre of an 
extensive trade.

2010 CENSUS
This spring you will receive a 2010 Census form.  I 
encourage you to make sure you, your families, and 
friends all take the brief time needed to ! ll it out,  
Census records are one of the premiere forms of re-
search used by genealogists.  One hundread years from 
now, someone will be researching your family, please 
complete the form.  Don’t leave future generations with 
unanswered questions about who we were.
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SCHS WISH LIST
The following items would make wonderful 
in-kind donations"  Contact us at 952-445-0378 
E-mail at info@scottcountyhistory.org, 
or stop by"
    * Conference table       * LCD Projector   
    * Copy paper             * Step Ladder  
    * HP Photo paper * Digital Camera   
                                       (with video capability)              

WRITERS WANTED
If you are interested in submitting an 
article for Connections, please contact 
Kathy at info@scottcountyhistory.org
or 952-445-0378.
Articles should be approximately 400 
words, include a photo (if possible), 
and relate to Scott County History.

For additional information call 952-445-0378 or email 
info@scottcountyhistory.org

ALL THINGS MINNESOTA 
BOOK CLUB

Join in the fun of a great read and scintillating 
conversation as we explore books with a 
Minnesota connection.  

Third Thursday of each month
6:00 - 8:00 p.m.

KIDS KRAFT

Offered on a regular monthly schedule, 
Kids Kraft engages children through 
pictures, stories and hands-on activities 
for children 4-8 years old.  This free 
program introduces children to museums, 
promotes reading, and incorporates fun, 
“old-fashioned” hands-on crafts that 
families can enjoy together. Kids Kraft 
is held the last Saturday of every month, 
January- May & September-November at 
10:30 a.m."  Reservations Required (to help 
with ordering supplies)

Admission to the museum and research 
library are free this day too"

COFFEE CONVERSATIONS

Admit it, most of us eat lunch at our desks 
– sometimes out of necessity –  but mostly out 
of habit, and it’s boring" Put some fun back 
into your lunch"  Grab your bag lunch and take 
part in interesting conversations on a variety 
of topics the ! rst Wednesday of each month 
September - May (excluding December) at the 
Scott County Historical Society.  From noon 
to 1:00 p.m. we’ll spice up your lunch with 
conversation and plenty of coffee.  Free with 
general admission.  

Crazy Quilters
Come & join us as we stitch!  Learn how to crazy 
quilt or bring any hand-stitching project to work 

on (quilting, cross-stitch, knitting, etc.).  Lots of free 
fabric, trims, threads, tips, fun and friendship, all 
for just annual dues of $15 - includes individual 

membership at SCHS!  For more 
information contact Sandi at (248) 868-4058.

Fourth Thursday of each month
6:00-8:00p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Don’t miss out on fantastic - fun - exciting events 
the Society hosts throughout the year.  Sign up to 
receive a monthly email blast with a schedule of 
all upcoming events so you don’t miss a thing"
Register on our website at :
 www.scottcountyhistory.org



235 Fuller Street South
Shakopee, MN 55379
Phone: 952-445-0378
Fax: 952-445-4154
info@scottcountyhistory.org
www.scottcountyhistory.org
Hours:
T, W, F 9am - 4pm
Th 9am - 8pm
Sat 10am - 3pm
Closed: Sunday, Monday and 
Major Holidays

Board of Directors
John Diers, Secretary/Treasurer
Sheila Helmick (Stans Foundation  
   Representative)
Jerry Hennen
Therese Scherer, President
Jeff Williamson, Vice President

Staff
Kathleen Klehr, Executive Director
Theresa Norman, Curator of Education 
  and Collections

SCHS Membership Application

Name_____________________________________

Address___________________________________

_________________________________________

Phone (______)____________________________

Email ____________________________________

Mail to: Scott County Historical Society, 
235 Fuller Street South, Shakopee, MN 55379
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YES! I would like to support SCHS at the following 
level (please check one).

 Individual Member...........................$ 15
 Household Member..........................$ 25
 Sponsor Member..............................$ 50
 Business Member.............................$100
 Advocate Donor..........................$100-$249
 Sponsor Donor............................$250-$499
 Patron Donor...............................$500-$999
 Leader Donor..............................$1,000 +

     Please make checks payable to:
            Scott County Historical Society

Your Membership and Donation dollars at work!

           “Sherlock Holmes” Author Talk                              Scout  Exhibit Tour         Gingerbread House Workshop


